[Experiences to cope with HIV among infected women].
The study aimed to describe HIV-positive women's reports and experiences in coping with the infection. A qualitative study was carried out in the context of a specialized care service in Fortaleza-CE in 2007. Participants were 14 women diagnosed with HIV infection, who participated in tape recorded interviews. The analysis of interviews contents revealed the category Motivations for coping with HIV/AIDS and the subcategories religiosity, social and family support, presence of children and professional complicity as positive factors for coping with the infection. In conclusion, these women need professional and family care and support to remain stimulated in the care process.